Far above the budget of

motorist, this R17 500 super-car is
magnificently
driveable . . .

comfortable and

here have been many detail changes to

the Jaguar Executive since our previous
Road Test of this model in August, 1974:
it has enhanced and modernised equip-
meant which introduces new standards of
comfort and luxury, and on the mech
anical side, an improved automatic trans-
mission has been introduced.

The striking new interior — introduced
in the current madel at the middle of last

vear — features pure wool woven up-
hokstery, making the seats some of the
most comfortable we have ever exper

ienced. The wool is soft and yialding,
and thermally neutral, so that it seems
warm in winter and cool in summer. It
extends to the integral head restraints,
as well, and makes a handsome contrast
with the natural burled walnut faseia,

CRUISE CONTROL

A new control mountad on the cone
sole alangside the power-window and
central locking controls is that of the
Speed-O-Matie cruise control system
which has been engineered into the car
to give steady and economical eruising
ability at steady speed. It can be set at
any required speed, and incorporates a
"resume’” systern which enables the driver
to select a pre-set speed again at the
touch of the switch. This unit works ex-
tremely well and is simple to operate; it
can be overridden by both brake and ac-
celerator, or by operating the switch.

This new model retains the tradition-
al "Executive” features, some of them in
improved form: long wheelbase, full air-
conditioning, preselect radio and tape
deck with four speakers set in the doors,

CAR Janwary 1978

remote-caontrolled daor mirrors, individual
reading lights at rear, and a host of items
to cater for comfort and convenience.

PERFORMANCE

The new gearbox is the latest Borg-
Warner Model B85 three-spesd automatic
transmission, which has replaced the zar
lier Model 12, It has similar gearing and
the ability to hold individual ratios, but
s smoother-acting and more efficient. It
reacts quickly to throttle demand, and
has a very mild creep action when the car
is held stationary with engine idhing and
transmission engaged.

The new model is heavier than the old,
by about B0 kg, yet we recorded improved
initial acceleration, and a top speed of
well over 180 km/h. Jeguars have usually
been refined and gentle performance cars,
and this latest one 15 no exception: there
is no wheelspin nor smoking tyres at a
sprint start, but it accelerates with decep-

tiwe pace and stremgth, and register:
gradient readings. At speed it is wi
quiet and easily controlled.

With the cruise control unit op
it is capable of returning just ower
litres/ 100 km {about 23 m-p-gl in
raad cruising, giving it a range ol
than B00 km on the twin fuel

SUMMARY

It s difficult to believe that th
Jaguar has been with us for alm
vears now — this is CAR's fiful
tiest 1969, Itz styling is ag
beautiful, and particularly
Executive torm — the imterior ha
kept attractive and modern by p
revision and additions,

Its R17 500 price tag puis i
of the reach of the ordinary me
but it is a magnificent car 1o look
sit in, and = most of all — to drive.
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Peak rimin, . . . .. 4 500
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TRANSMISSION:
Forward speeds . three, Borg-Warner

model 65 AT

SPECIFICATIONS

ENGIMNE Salector Consale T-handl
Cylinders LG line Loy gear . 2,39 10
Carbwretton Jtwrin SU-HS-B 2l fjear 1,45 to
Bore 921 mm Tap gear . . [rirer
Stroke : 06,0 mm Reverse gear 208 ta 1
Cubdic capacity. 4 235 gm3 Fingl drive 3.07 1 1
Comprassion ralg., 78101 s -5 lag
Valig gear . . . . o-h-%, twin o-h-c Drive wheels . . . TRE
bain beanmgs . . . SOwEn

KEY FIC:';FHES

1 km sprint ... 34,3 sECONM
Terminal spead | .. 1510 km
Fuel tank capacity. . . .. 108 litre
Litres/ 100 km at B0, . ... ... 11
Fuel range at 80 904 &
Litres/ 100 km at 80, . ... ... 12
Fuel range at 90 3c 819 kr
Engine revs per km 1 56
MNational list price . . . .. . R17 &0
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